
turned out to witness it. We were all standing around looking and 

everyone holding their breath, particularly the contractor. There was 

a lot of smoke flying, and it was set in place. I remember that one. 

That always sticks out in my memory. The "tr·ee toppings" or the 

toppings out ceremony, nothing in particular stands out. That is more 

a tradition for the builders, the guys who are building it than it is 

for- the owner. 

I made notice of that particularly when they were finishing 

this building. 

COFFELT: The contractor usually would provide the workers with 

refreshments and a meal and that sort of thing, so for them it was a 

mil tO?stone. 

STOKES: Okay, we've talked a little bit about the past and the 

How about the future as far as building and expansion of the 

campus? I haven't been there to see it myself, but the physical plant 

is in a building all its own now down on Darcy Street. 

COFFELT: Yeah, we have a 4800 square foot building which was really 

kind of a way to get the physical plant department up on campus and 

out of those leased facilities that we spoke of a while ago down on 

River Plaza area. But we intended at the same ti.me that we brought 

those people up we knew we were going to have to use some of those old 

houses that were still located down on Darcy Street. We ar·e now at a 

point where it looks as if we need to be thinking about additional 

parking. Our parking situation has reached almost critical mass here, 

so we are thinking that what we need to do is to develop another 
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building similar to the one we built for the physical plant; put the 

things that are currently housed in the old homes into this new wing, 

new building. 

STOKES~ Where would that be located? 

COFFELT: Probably at the very corner of our property down on Darcy 

an d Bolen on that corner. 

S TOKES: Is that as far down as we go? 

COFFELT: Yeah, our property line to the eastern boundary, is along 

Bolen street, and probably will remain the boundary for years to come. 

STOKES: Along West 7t h Street, do we have everything except one 

building there. 

COFFELT: In the 3500 block we do. We have half of that block I would 

say. Luellen still owns those old apartments that are there as well 

as hi s basic building on the corner of 7th and Montgomery. In the 

3500 block we own half of the street front. 

STOKES~ What do we have about 12-14 acres now? 

COFFELT~ We have 15.3 acres, which is not a large campus by most 

measurements, but after all, it is s uffi cient to educate the 400 

medical students that we have. Now if we get another sc hool or 

something, it may be that there will be a need to expand our 

construction of other buildings, but right now we don't know t hat. We 
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have a need for clinical space and as you know we Just, February 24 of 

this year, our board of regents accepted and approved a new campus 

master plan which we had worked on for considerable amounts of time n 

conjunction with Parker Cros ton Architects here in Fort Worth and that 

plan shows the mechani s m by which we can expand the new buildings when 

that need arises. We think that our clinical need is our greatest 

need~ space for our clinical operations, because we are the only 

publicly supported medical school in the state of Texas that does not 

have an affiliation with a publicly supported hospital and so our need 

to create patient flow upon which our students learn is different from 

the other schools who have a publicly supported hospital. They seem 

to generate all the patient load they need to educate those people and 

we have a different problem in getting the patient flow. The clinic 

need is large. We are looking now at the possibility of renovating 

the two buildings that are down on Camp Bowie and Clifton streets, the 

old what we call Medical Examiner's building, whi c h the county Medical 

Examiner occupied for a while. Incidentally, the old central clinic as 

you recall, and what we call the piano s tore and then of course, 

sit ting between those stores, is our current police headquarters 

station. 

STOKES: Is that as far as we go east? 

COFFELT: No, that vacant l o t east of the piano sto re belongs to u s 

and that is the eastern boundary along Camp Bowie there. We are 

developing a pl a n now that we hope to present to the board of regent s 

n ex t month for approval to do s ome renovating there on that corner for 

c linical u se. The exposure to Camp Bowie for our c lin ics i s very 

desira~le. The r e are a lot of people who travel Camp Bowie each day 
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the number, but it didn't take very long to do it. 

COFFELT~ It didn't take very long with our 18 graduates and probably 

that or fewer faculty /staff. 

STO KES: We had two years graduations, didn't we, in the Scott Theater. 

COFFELT: I think then the following year that we also had it there, 

yes. 

STOKES: The third year I believe we moved down to Will Rogers, 

didn't we? 

COFFELT: I believe so. 

STO KES: Was n't that the year that Jim Wright was our spea ker. 

COFFELT: I beli eve that that's correct, so that would have been 1976. 

Again, I look back on that rather humble, modest beginning, and I 

think of those 18 graduates, many of whom I see now coming back at our 

alumni functions and continuing medical education functions, and they 

are very successful in positions. They have been out now a number of 

years and I think of how they received their training, in al most 

primitive circumstances. It's easy to get on the soapbox and start 

talking about how those people we nt through a very primitive system 

and have turned out to be excellent physicians. I'm not saying the 

ones we turn out now are not, I don't mean to imply that at all, but I 

think those 18 graduates sure had a high level of desire, those 

students, to have committed to a four year curriculum in such 



primitive circumstances, and not even knowing if it was going to 

continue to exist. In other words, this place could have closed its 

doors. 

STO KES: Particularly the first year or two years. 

COFFELT: They didn't know at the time that t hey enrolled that it 

might have closed after they had graduated, then what would their 

degrees have been worth, you know, figuratively speaking. So, I 

greatly admire those first people who pioneered this. 

like you who came here early on. 

I admin= people 

STOKES~ Well, I had a little finger but you had a whole ha nd, and I 

commend you for the efforts that you have performed, and again I want 

to thank you for giving me your time this morning to reminisce a nd be 

a little nosta lgic about the past and hopefully we think about 

continuing the futur e and I think we have a great growth to look 

fol'-war-d to. Good to see you again, Ken Coffelt. 

COFFEl._T ~ Thank you R<...:i.y. It's been a pleasur-e. 


