


building similar to the one we built for the physical planty put the
things that are currently housed in the old homes into this new wing,

new building.

STOKES: Where would that be located?

COFFEL.T:  Frobably at the very corner of ouwr property down on Darcy

and Bolen on that cormner.

STOKES Is that as far down as we go?

COFFELT:  Yeah, owr property line to the eastern boundary, is along

Bolen street, and probably will remain the boundary for years to come.

STOKES: Along West 7th Street, do we have everything except one

building there.

COFFELT 2 Im the 3500 block we do. We have half of that block I would
say. Luellen still owns those old apartments that are there as well
as his basic building on the corner of 7th and Montgomery. In the

ZB00 block we own half of the street front.

STOKES s What do we have about 12~14 acres now?

COFFELT: We have 15.3 acres, which is not a large campus by most
measuremants, but after all, it is sufficient to educats the 400
madical students that we have. Now if we get another school or
something, i1t may be that thers will be a need to expand our

construction of other buildings, but right now we don’t know that. We
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have a need for clinical space and as you know we just, February 24 of
this vear, our board of regents accepted and approved a new campus
master plan which we had worked on for considerable amounts of time n
conjunction with Farker Croston Architects here in Fort Worth and that
plan shows the mechanism by which we can expand the new buildings when
that need arises. We think that ouwr clinical need is our greatest
need, space for ouwr clinical operations, because we are the only
publicly supported medical school in the state of Texas that does not
have an affiliation with a publicly supported hospital and so our need
to create patient flow upon which our students learn is different from
the other schools who have a publicly supported hospital. They seem
to generate all the patient load they need to educate those people and
we have a different problem in getting the patient flow. The clinic
need is large. We are looking now at the possibility of renovating
the two buildings that are down on Camp Bowie and Clifton streets, the
old what we call Medical Examiner’'s building, which the county Medical
Examiner occupied for a while. Incidentally, the old central clinic as
vou recall, and what we call the piano store and then of course,
zitting between those stores, is our current police headquarters

ataticn.

STOKES» Te that as far as we go east?

COFFELT: No, that vacant lot east of the piano store belongs to us
arnd that is the eastern boundary along Camp Bowie there. WNe are
developing a plan now that we hope to present to the board of regents
next month for approval to do some renovating there on that corner for
clinical use. The exposure to Camp RBowie for our clinics is very

desirablé. There are a lot of people who travel Camp Bowie each day
b



the number, but it didn’t take very long to do it.

COFFELT It didn’t take very long with our 18 graduates and probably

that or fewer faculty/staff.

STOKES: We had two years graduations, didn't we, in the Scott Theater.

COFFELT & I think then the following year that we also had it there,

YES .

STOKES: The third vear I believe we moved down to Will Rogers,

didn’t we?

COEEEL-T3 I believe soO.

SGTOKES: Wasn’t that the year that Jim Wright was our speaker.

COFFELT: I believe that that’'s correct, so that would have been 1976.

Again, 1 look back on that rather humble, modest beginning, and I

think of those 18 graduates, many of whom I see now coming back at our
alummi functions and continuing medical education functions, and they
are very successful in positions. They have been out now a number of
vears and 1 think of how they received their training, in almost
primitive circumstances. It's easy to get on the soapbox and start
talking about how those people went through a very primitive system
and have turned ot to be excellent physicians. I'm not saying the
ones we turn out now are not, I don't mean to imply that at all, but I
think those 18 graduates sure had a high level of desire, those

students, to have committed to a four year cuarriculum in such
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primitive circumstances, and not even knowing if it was going to
continue to exist. In other words, this place could have closed its

doors .

STOKES: Farticularly the first vear or two yvears.

COFFELT: They didn’'t know at the time that they enrolled that it

might have closed after they had graduated, then what would their
degrees have been worth, you know, figuratively speaking. So, I
greatly admire those first people who pioneered this. I admire people

like you who came here early on.

STOKES: Well, I had a little finger but you had a whole hand, and I
commend you for the efforts that you have performed, and again I want
to thank you for giving me yvour time this morning to reminisce and be
a little nostalgic about the past and hopefully we think about
continuing the futwre and I think we have a great growth to look

forward to. Good to see you again, Ken Coffelt.

COFFELT:  Thank you Ray. I't's been a pleasure.



