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hard knocks and learning we got a curriculum for students and 
taylored for students and I think that was the evolution of the 
original guys was becoming academically in our approach to things 
instead of just how many surgeries can you do in a day, which is 
private practice. 

S: Of course I don't know a thing in the world about his 
professional ability, but I know the chairman now is one of my 
favorite doctors, cause he's one of my kids so to speak in the 
second class at TCOM. 

WJ: Well, h e 's a good one. 

S: Well I think he sat in on a few of knife cuttings on me. Dr. 
Connie, in your experience, of course mainly you're working with 
clinical student doctors in their junior and senior years. Anything 
in particular that you recall that would be classified as 
exceptional or something that's not necessarily the run of the mill 
in your experiences? 

CJ: Well, one group when they finished ... You could always hear me 
coming down the hall so they knew when I was coming to check up on 
them. 

S: They could always hear you coming down the hall. 

CJ: Right. They knew my walk. 

S: I see. 

CJ: So one group bought me a pair of tennis shoes. 

S: That's pretty good. Bought you a pair of tennis shoes. 

CJ: Then they regretted it because they couldn't hear me anymore. 

S: Well that's understandable, that really is. 

CJ: But that was their last day anyway. 

S: Dr. Russ, you can be negative if you want to, but we are doing 
positive thinking, I hope. As f ar as opinions are concerned as to 
where the school is as compared to where it has been and the goals 
that they are attempting to achi eve and so forth, what is you 
personal opinion as to where are we on a scale of 1 to 10? 

WJ: Well I think you and I can look, and Connie, we could look 
across this hill and see how fast this place is growing with the 
help of good people of Texas and the endeavor of all that has been 
involved. But I think that I was involved with TOMA and this 
change to a University of North Texas Health Science Center. A lot 
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of our docs thought that that was bad, that it wouldn't happen, it 
shouldn't happen, and all this, that and the other thing. I think 
the only sa lvation for the institution to keep growing is to be a 
health science center. I hav e thought that for a good whil e. In 
fact, way back when Willard was here as president we started doing 
some talking about it and I know in the joint meeting s between 
the University of North Texas and TCOM it was discussed and talked 
about how you could do it. 

S: Excuse me for butting in but don't you think it went a little 
further than being discussed. Back in 1979 they had the name North 
Texas State University Health Science Center above the TCOM on the 
side of the building for about two weeks and that was illegal, of 
course , and that might have been one of the reasons that C. C. 
Jitter Nolan is not longer president. 

WJ: I think that was after C.C. Jitter Nolan. 

S: Was it. Well , maybe it was. 

WJ: But anyway, it was put up there and it was ... 

S: Well, that would have been Willard then. No it wasn't. 

WJ: Willard was here when that was done. 

S: Well, he was here. He was the dean. He wasn't the president. 

WJ: Because we went down and answered along with the president of 
the University of North Texas. 

S: Well you know we overlook the second president of TCOM quite 
often. 

WJ: Do we? 

S: Uh-huh. A Dr. Vanderver. 

WJ: Oh yeah. 

S: Nobody thinks about him. 

WJ: He went to A&M quick. 

S: About 15 months I think he served here. 

WJ: But I don't know who was the president. I'm quite sure Willard 
was here. 

s: I know he was here. Don't misunderstand me. 
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WJ: Because we went down into an educational commit tee of the 
House but I can't think of the representative's name. She is from 
Austin and she is a black lady and she raked over the coal about 
having the name on the building that was illegal. It came down. 

S: In that respect she was correct, no doubt about that. 

WJ: But anyway, that was kind of a growing pain I think. But I 
think that back when they original 1 y talked about it , way back 
there, there was a hang-up on the name and what you going to call 
it and this and that and the other thing and it never got really a 
push. But I think everybody has grown and it is time. And the 
people in the profession with the present bill where it says it 
will be an osteopathic college. 

s: And other associated ... 

WJ: Be a college of osteopathic medicine. Of course we tried to 
get in there the name of Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine, as 
you know, as the college, and the legislators from South Texas said 
no, that's forming a new health science center and we won't stand 
for that until we get a health science center in South Texas. So, 
through negotiations and so forth it worked out good like it is, 
satisfactory. And I think that you'll see a great, another spurt of 
growth. 

S: Good. Well tell me, as we come to the close of this little 
pow-wow we are having together, is there any (it sounds kind of a 
little trite but I don't mean it that way), is there anything that 
you would like to be remembered for? 

WJ: Probably I won't be remembered for what I would like to be 
remembered for. 

S: Oh, you won't huh? 

WJ: Well, around here I think I would like to, and I feel sure 
Connie would just like to be remembered for somebody that worked as 
hard as we could for the good of the college while we were here and 
still doing it. 

S: I know you are still doing it. 
you say Amen to that. 

CJ: I say Amen to that. 

S: Anything you want to add? 

CJ: No. 

How about you, Dr. Connie? Do 



JENKINS 18 

S: Well, it certainly has b e en a pleasure to finally get the 
Jenkins' togethe r and where are you off to after you leave here? 

WJ: Going out and pick up our motor home and then we will find out. 

S: Do you have a new motor home? 

WJ: No. It's just being worked on. 

S: It's being worked on? 

WJ: Yeah. 

S: Well, where did you come from before you got here? 

WJ: Oklahoma. 

S: Oklahoma. 

WJ: By way of Denver. 

S: By the way of Denver. Oh my goodness. Well, you're a joy to me 
to see you and to visit with you and it has been my pleasure today 
in welcoming the Jenkins back to TCOM and this is Ray Stokes in the 
Oral History Section of the Library. 


