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Figure 5.2 Schematic of the proposed mechanism that drives the initiation of EMT in
atmospheric oxygen. According to previous studies this mechanism relies heavily on -catenin

and suggests it to be the main protein regulating fibronectin, a-SMA, and VEGF production.
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Figure 5.3
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Figure 5.3 Schematic of the proposed mechanism that drives the persistence of EMT in
hypoxia. According to the data presented herein (Chapter IV), in addition to B-catenin, the HIF
proteins (mainly HIF-1a) play a prominent role in the expression of fibronectin, a-SMA, and

VEGF.
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