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Strategies to Engage Students in Small & Large Classes
Pre-class knowledge check
· Give students a short multiple-choice quiz on assigned reading materials before or at the beginning of the class. If in class, the quiz can be done either individually or as a small group.
· This can be done outside class by having students take the quiz on Blackboard which is set to open during a certain period of time before class.

Pre-class discussions/questions
This approach can be done in two ways: 
1. Students post their questions and ideas on assigned readings to a designated discussion forum on Blackboard before class; or
2. You as an instructor post a set of questions for students to guide their reading assignments. Students may answer & discuss in Blackboard before class. 
In either way you will be able to calibrate student understanding before class and accordingly align your teaching to the identified issues/questions.
Situated learning
· Whenever possible, contextualize course content in real life situations. Consider in what situation your students will apply what they learn today. Use video scenarios, cases, real life problems, news articles, research reports, or anything relevant to serve as an anchor for learning.
· Sources:

· The National Center for Case Study Teaching in Science Case Collection: http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/projects/cases/ubcase.htm 

Multimedia presentations

· Use relevant graphics, diagrams, concept maps, audios, videos, or interactive animations to engage students and accommodate different learning styles.

· Sources:

· A periodic table of visualization methods: http://www.visual-literacy.org/periodic_table/periodic_table.html 

· Multimedia Educational Resource for Learning and Online Teaching (MERLOT): http://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm
· Health Education Assets Library (HEAL): http://www.healcentral.org/healapp/browse
Discussion forum

· Use discussion forums on Blackboard for students to answer your questions, critique an article, reflect on an event, or collaborate on a project.
· Discussion forum can extend classroom teaching and engage students in deeper knowledge processing. With large classes, students can be assigned to small groups for online discussion, which promotes a sense of community in large classes.

· Sources:
· UT Austin faculty video interviews on using discussion forum: http://www.utexas.edu/academic/blackboard/examples/discussion.html   
iClickers

· Use iClickers in classroom, particularly large-enrollment ones, to pose multiple-choice questions or conduct a poll. Student responses will show immediately in visual format. Usually iClicker activities are followed by discussions. Can also be used to check attendance.

· Sources:

· Center for Learning & Development (CLD)  iClicker workshop Oct. 19 or 20

Team-based learning
· Assign students in teams to work collaboratively on a project and a variety of in-class activities over a long period of time.

· Sources: 

· Team-Based Learning handout

· A collection of videos illustrating different aspects of team-based learning: http://teambasedlearning.apsc.ubc.ca/v/michaelsenvid.html 
Bookend procedure

· Begin a class with an engagement activity—a question or task that both sparks the students’ curiosity and helps the instructor discover what they already know about the material.
· The middle part is a series of back-and-forth transitions between the instructor talking and students working individually and then in pairs or threes. 
· The final bookend activity is a guided reflection to summarize the class1. 
Note comparison
· Periodically during class, stop lecture and let students compare notes and discuss with their neighbors. 

Think – Pair – Share

· Pose questions answerable but complex

· 1-3 minutes for individual thinking

· Discuss in pairs (2-3 minutes) to compare

· Invite students to share with the class (before opening the door for volunteers) 

SEEI

This approach promotes students’ higher order thinking on important concepts or problems.
· State: in your own words what someone else has said or written or the key concept, problem or question at issue.

· Elaborate on your statement.  In other words…

· Exemplify: give an example of the concept from your life and from the content. 

· Illustrate: create an analogy, metaphor, simile, graph, chart, cartoon, etc. 

Minute paper

Assign students to spend 1 minute to write a short paper on the topic of your choice. The minute paper can take place at the beginning of class to check students’ understanding, during class for students to reflect on an important topic, or the end of class to review and summarize. Below are some example prompting questions for an end-of-class minute paper:

· What are the two most important points from today’s session?

· What was the muddiest point from today’s session?

· What would make the material clearer for you?

Concept test
Concept test is a combination of knowledge assessment and collaborative learning. Below is the procedure:

· About every fifteen to twenty minutes, instructor poses a multiple-choice question that requires conceptual understanding. 

· Students write their answers on a sheet and identify their levels of confidence in the answer.

· Students then work in pairs, attempting to convince others of their answers. 

· Students then answer the question a second time and report their confidence levels again.

· Instructor then polls the whole class about their answers and uses this information in structuring the remainder of the lecture.2
Student-generated test questions

This approach can take the following formats:

1. Each student writes a question on course material on an index card. Cards are then shuffled and distributed to students. Students review the material to derive answers and then teach the concept. Other students can add their comments.

2. Each student writes an exam question at the end of a unit, chapter, or class period. You decide which (if any) questions to use in an upcoming test.3
Student-generated artifacts

· As an in or out of class activity, students create artifacts, such as flow chart, decision tree, pro-con grid, or other visuals to illustrate a procedure, explain a relationship, analyze a problem.
· Sources:
· The use of graphic organizers in teaching by UT Austin: http://magenta.cit.utexas.edu/largeclasses/#graphicorganizers
Mistake gotcha!
· Intentionally make a mistake in class, let students know in advance so that they will pay attention and catch the mistake.
Questioning

· Plan key questions ahead and when to ask

· Ask questions that can be answered, but favor ones with complex answer

· Vary forms of questions

· One question at a time

· Pause between asking and accepting replies

· Reflective listening
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