




























































































































































































































































































































































































EASY IMPROVEMENT OF FAMILIES. 251

ited a peculiar organization or form which could be
applied to any usctul or novel purpose, the objects
have been reared, and afterwards bred from; and
when the singularity has been observed in more than
one of the same birth, it has been easy to perpetuate
it by breeding again from these congeners, and confin-
ing the future intercourse to them.

“To these accidental variations from general form
and character among dogs, we are to attribute our
most diminutive breeds, our pugs, bull-dogs, wry-leg-
ged terriers, and some others; our general breeds are,
however, rather the effect of slow cultivation than of
sudden and extraordinary production.”

SECTION III.

CoxsrquenT Easy ImprovEMENT oF FanmiLis.

I have already shown that organization is nearly
indestructible, because, although the two series of or-
gans 1n parents may be dislocated in progeny, they
still exist, and enter into new combinations, or are re-
formed. I have also shown that perfection is unattain-
able by any race, because, long ere it could be reached,
parents would resemble each other, sexual excitement
would cease, and reproduction would fail.

The first of these facts presents the great obstacle
to the general and speedy improvement of the human
race. The second proves that no advantages, limited
even to privileged families, and enjoyed by them in
the highest degree, would exempt them from the im-
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perfection and the ills, which are in reality essential
to all existence.

Neither of these facts, however, can in any degree
discourage either nations or families in the career of
improvement, from the highest degree of which all are
so vastly remote.

In relation to the first of these facts, I have said
that organization is nearly indestructible, because it
cannot be doubted that education, though far more
slowly than zealous persons imagine, yet if general—
an important condition—would slowly ameliorate it.
And this is one source of hope for humanity.

Even without that systematic and universal educa-
tion, which any enlightened government would estab-
lish, we see what the education derived, amidst fright-
ful hazards and infinite suffering, from the mere acci-
dents of life, can accomplish.

The poor man, born with happy organization, and
reared in the stern school of misfortune, often becomes
superior to the aristocracy of the land, who, in the
destitution of talent inseparable from their education,
are compelled to court his aid, especially when that
can render them more secure in rank, and richer in
emolument.

Certain it is that families, by intermarriages found-
ed on rational principles, and in conformity with the
natural laws so clearly established, as prevailing
equally among men and lower animals, may, surely,
easily and quickly (some in their first, others in their
second generation) raise themselves, in some at least
of their members, from deformity to beautiful organi-
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zation, from disease to health, and from stupidity to
high mental ability.

Moreover, if the importance of judicious crossing
were seen, among the variously organized tribes com-
posing a nation like the British, these benefits, in
moderate degree, would be proportionally extended
among the mass of the people.

In the subsequent part of the work, devoted to the
subject of Choice, the application of these principles,
in its most essential details, will be made to all the
great individual varieties.

It is here only meant to be shown that, on these
principles, the means of improvement are in the pow.
er of every family.

A little reflection on the laws of descent will show,
that a son can resemble his father only in half his or.
ganization. It similarly follows, that on this son in-
termarrying, he may not communicate to the grandson
the share which he has in his father’s, but that which
he has in his mother’s, conformation.

Thus one-half the father’s organization must be lost
in the son, accident at present alone determining
whether it shall be the best or the worst portion ; and
the other half may disappear in the grandson so that
the latter shall not have the slightest degree of the
organization, nor the slightest reesemblance to his
grandfather. Hence it follows, that a man may have
no rational interest, physical or moral, in his second
or third generation.

On how slender a basis, then, are at present found-
ed the claims of hereditary descent—the certainty
that the son must have a very partial resemblance to
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the father—that the grandson may have none—and
that there are many chances against subsequent gen-
erations having the slightest !

Similar reflections, however, on these laws will
show, that, by placing himself in suitable relation to
an appropriate partner in intermarriage, man, unless
all the most undisputed facts of breeding be false, has
(precisely as the breeder has among lower animals)
the power to reproduce and to preserve either series
of organs—the best, instead of the worst, portion of
his organization.

It can, indeed, be only passion, venality or pride,
that can prevent man from doing, for his own pro-
geny, that which natural and universal laws permit
him to do for the progeny of every domesticated ani-
mal. The only reply that, under these circumstances
of actual and daily demonstration, he can make to
the invitation of nature and science, is, that he prefers
a blind passion to an enlightened one,—brutal indul-
gence, succeeded by life-long disgust, to exquisite en-
joyment and permanent happiness,—or money, a
mere means of pleasure, at the cost of domestie mise-
ry—perhaps of conjugal or filial insanity, to actual
pleasure for himself and all around him, as well as the
progress of children in intellectual improvement and
honourable arts—the sole means of abiding fortune,—
or rank from which he may look up to these above,
who despise and spit upon him because he would
vainly overtake them in their idiot scramble for a
bubble, and down on those below, who therefore natu-
rally hate him for his insolent assumption.

To those of higher aspirations than these—to those
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who seek for the improvement of their race, and for
the mental advancement both in themselves and their
progeny, it cannot be wrong, in passing, to say that
the other functions will diminish in energy as the
cerebral functions become more intense. Hence men
of the highest intelligence are more liable than others
to cerebral affections. There are, therefore, prudent
limits even to the best employment of the mind.

But not only is the means of improved general or-
ganization in progeny subject, by intermarriage, to
the control of man, beauty of face is, by the same
means, equally in his power.

An equality or similar proportion between the or-
gans combined in children, is always productive of
more or less beauty, whatever the size of these organs
may be. On the contrary, an inequality or dispro-
portion between the combined organs, is always pro-
ductive of ugliness.

Accordingly, where there is a symmetry of head,
there is symmetry of face, or beauty; and where
there is want of symmetry of head, there is want of
symmetry of face, or ugliness. A perfect correspon-
dence must indeed exist in this respect.

The reason is obvious. The backhead being the
originator of all voluntary motions—those of the
moveable parts of the face as well as others, they go
together, and the agreement or disagreement of these
parts becomes striking.

The greatest degrees of ugliness occur in the lower
half of the face. I may, therefore, take thence my
examples.

A prominent backhead added to a smaller forehead,
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always produces a disagreeable projection of the lower
parts of the face—generally of the underlip and lower
part of the nose. The Ethiopic negro, with a large
backhead, has prominent alveoli and lips.

On the contrary, a small backhead added to a very
large forehead, always producesa not less disagreeable
contraction of the lower part of the face.

Beautiful parents produce ugly children, when the
organs in the new combinations are worse adapted to
each other than the old ones. Ugly parents produce
beautiful children, when the organs are better adapted
to each other than the old ones.

Thus the mere relative proportion of the organs
combined in children is a great cause of beauty or
of ugliness; and there are no exceptions to its influ.
ence.

As already said, however, this is not the place for
details.





