
















































































































































































316 VAGUE METHODS AFFECTING CHILDREN.

frequent intermixtures with the Georgians and Cir-
cassians, two nations which surpass all the world in
personal beauty. There is hardly a man of rank in
Persia who is not born of a Georgian or Circassian
mother; and even the king himself is commonly
sprung, on the female side, from one or other of
these counfries. As it is long since this mixture
commenced, the Persian women have become very
handsome and beautiful, though they do not rival the
ladies of Georgia. The men are generally tall and
erect, their complexion is ruddy and vigorous, and
they have a graceful air and an engaging deportment.
The mildness of the climate, joined to their temper-
ance in living, has a great influence in improving
their personal beauty. This quality they inherit not
from their ancestors ; for, without the mixture men.
tioned above, the men of rank in Persia, who are
descendants of the Tartars, [Mongols,] would be
extremely ugly and deformed.”

These effects are every where observed. Captain
Cook, describing the people of Owhyhee, says, “ The
same superiority which is observed in the Erees
(nobles) in all the other islands, is found also here.
Those whom we saw were, without exception, perfect-
ly well formed, whereas the lower sort, besides their
general inferiority, are subject to all the variety of
make and figure that is seen in the populace of other
countries.”
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SECTION III.
CROSSING.

«“In some parts of Ireland,” says Dr. Pritchard,
« where the Celtic population of that island are nearly
unmixed, they are, in general, a people of short sta-
ture, small limbs and features: where they are mixed
with Eunglish settlers, or with the Lowlanders of Scot-
land, the people are remarkable for fine figures, tall
stature, and great physical energy.

“Pallas informs us, that cven intermarriages of
Russians and Tartars with the Mongolians, who differ
widely from both of these races in their physical cha-
racter, are very frequent in Mongolia. . . .
The children born from these marriages are thus de-
scribed in Pallas’s Memoir on the Mongolian Nations.
These children have agreeable and sometimes beauti-
ful features, whilst those of an origin purely Kalmuc
or Mongol, preserve, till ten years of age, a counte-
nance deformed and bloated, a cacochymous aspect,
which disappears only with the growth of the body.”

“In Paraguay, the mixed breed constitutes, accord-
ing to Don Felix de Azara, a grcat majority of the
people termed Spaniards or white men ; and they are
said to be a people superior in physical qualities to
cither of the races from which they have sprung, and
much more prolific than the aborigines.*

* 4 Ces métis s'unirent en général les uns aux autres, parcequ’il ne passe
en Amérique que trés peu de femmes Européennes, et ce sont les descen-
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“The offspring of the Dutch by the Hottentot wo-
men,” says Moodie, “are distinguished for uniting in
their persons the vices of both races. In point of
understanding, they are superior to the Hottentots;
and, by what I have seen of them, I should think that,
under other circumstances, many of them would show
a decided superiority over the Dutch. They assume
it over the Hottentots, with whom they live, and
hate the white population, to whose society they can
never aspire. They are also a taller and stouter race
than the Hottentots, and share in some degree in the
constitutional tendency of the Dutch to corpulence.
The intermixture of races seems to improve the intel-
lectual powers as much as it does the bodily propor.
tions.”

In South America, Dr. Hancock (15, August) says,
“The mulattoes, unfortunately and ungenerously held
in degradation, are not naturally inferior, I believe, to
their fathers, either in moral or physical powers,—but
certainly, far in advance of the primitive African race.
At least, we may say, they are above the medium of"
the two castes from which they spring.

«Tt is a well-known fact, that the Samboes of South
America—the progeny of blacks and Indians, are re-
markable for their physical superiority over their pro-
genitors of either side.—But I need only allude to

dans de ces métis qui composent aujourd’hui au Paraguay la plus grande
partie de ce qu'on appelle Espagnols. 1ls me paraissent avoir quelque supe-
riorité sur les Espagnols d'Europe, par leur taile, par I'¢légance de leurs
formes, et mé&me par la blancheur de leur peau. Ces faits, me font soupgon-
ner non seulement que le mélange des races les améliore, mais encore que
Yespéce Européeanne I'emporte 4 la longue sur I’Américaine, ou du moins
le masculin sur le feminin.”
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these people: I believe they have been duly noticed
by Humboldt and other travellers.

“ Many obvious examples, however, might be ad-
duced, where people are less kept under restraint—as
at St. Domingo, and in those called Maroons at the '
back parts of Surinam. These originated from negro
deserters from the Dutch estates, who formed settle-
ments up the Courantine, and intermarried with the
native tribes; and this union has produced a most
athletic and vigorous race of men, active and enter-
prising, who present an extraordinary contrast com-
pared with their ancestral line of either side. Some
of these, on trading projects, we met with in the in-
terior in 1811, at Mahanarawa’s, (the Carib king,)
where, indeed, the aboriginal natives, who are com-
paratively timid, would scarcely dare show themselves.
I presume that, at this time, all the neighbouring
tribes combined would scarcely be a match for them.

«It is not only, however, in the mingling of dis-
tinct races that we observe an amelioration or
improvement in the progeny. Results nearly equal,
perhaps, arise from intermarriages amongst different
tribes of the same caste. This is exemplified in the
striking superiority of the creole negroes, in corporeal
and mental powers, compared with their African pa-
rents who came from different tribes. Of the Maroons
in the West India Islands, Dallas observes, ¢They
displayed a striking distinction in their personal ap-
pearance, being blacker, taller, and in every respect
handsomer than those on the estate.—In their person
and carriage, erect, lofty, indicating a consclousness
of superiority, vigour appeared in their muscles, and
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their motions displayed agility. They possessed most,
if not all, of the senses in a superior degree.’

«'The Caribes are the only American tribe who,
without restraint, take wives from the other tribes
adjacent; and their superiority over all their neigh-
bours is too well known to require a word in illustra-
tion.

“I do not know if the progress of the American
republic may not be, in some measure, attributable to
the circumstances here considered. The Americans
—a melange of all the different nations of Europe,
though mostly of English, Scottish and Irish descent,
are noted for activity and enterprise ; and their march
of improvement, in practical science, the mechanical
arts, and commerce, has surpassed what could have
been anticipated in a people cast into a wilderness so
distant from the civilized world. Their rapid increase
and improvement has attracted the admiration of all
Europe, and they have offered to the world a splendid
example of justice and national freedom.

« May I suggest a hint for your consideration 7—It
appears to me probable, that the most magnificent em.
pires have owed their foundation chiefly to great mi-
grations, or im-migrations, of the human race.”

From the authorities now quoted, it is evident that,
destitute of principles as is crossing among the varie-
ties of mankind, its advantages have been generally
observed and acknowledged; and this preliminary
was necessary to my showing, in the next Part, what
constitute the best intermarriages among mankind.





